



























































































































































































































































308 WARHOON 308

in social organization, like slavery. And there will be no more wars: there will just
be a number of explosions. And incidentally they won't be let off by ludicrous
leathernecks leaping about from planet to planet lobbing atomic grenades, they'll be
let off by bespectacled button-pushing boffins who wouldn't hurt a fly.

The Heinleiners won't admit the possibility of a united mankind now,but in"Starsp
Trooper'the Leader seems to concede, no doubt reluctantly, that it may happen in the
future. But he won’t give up his beloved wars so easily. Space, he eagerly declar-es,
is chock full of hostile races whom we must organize ourselves to fight. We must train
our children to be hard and cruel and vicious so that they may be ready to kill and kill
without pity those horrible slugs who are going to breeze in from Antares next
Wednesday. (They’re bound to be horrible of course, because they’re different from us,
like N------ s and Kikes.) Well, all right, I'm a fan, I'm bound to admitthat the
Antareans will land next Wednesday, maybe even next Tuesday. I don’t know if they look
horrible or not, but I know one thing about them that Heinlein doesn’t. They’ll be
civilized. No race can master the technology for interstellar flight without a complex
civilization. And no stable and complex civilization is possible without co-operation.
In other words the Antarans will have learned what we are learning, that the only way of
survival and progress for intelligent creatures is co-operation with other intelligent
creatures. If they find us as Heinlein wants us, organizing our whole society for hate
and violence, they’ll write us off as perverted lunatics and that’s what we would be.

A couple of personal footnotes. First, I've been castigated for assuming with-
out proof that Starship Troopers" represents Heinlein's real opinions and is not a mere
literary tour de force. A fair charge. 1 offer in evidence (1) A crackpot manifesto
signed by him and circulated by GM Carr urging more H-Bomb testing. (2) The recurrence
of sadism and worship of violence in Heinlein’s work since 1979- I remember the
first fmz article I ever wrote was a complaint about the Fascist tendencies of "Gulf",
with its arguments against democracy, its gloating description of torture and its use
by heroes who obviously had the author’s blessing. (3) The fact that the vicious
philosophy of "Starship Troopers" is put over plausibly and with no indication that
the author realized its stupidity. I think we’re entitled to assume that the world
of "Starship Troopers" is Heinlein’s Utopia, God help him.

Secondly, I hope I have'nt offended Gregg Calkins, who has been a good friend
of mine for many years: if I have, all I can say in excuse is that it’s my life and
that of my wife and children, and yours, that he’s so bravely declaring his will-
ingless to sacrifice. That’s a worrying thing to hear from America, which already
sometimes seems to us Europeans to have the most belligerent population in the world.
He says that he and Heinlein do not advocate war. I know they don’t, not in so many
words: they just say 1t’s inevitable. That’s all the doctors said about "Childbed
Fever" 'lien Simmelweiss tried to make them stop it by washing their hands. This
sincere, practical, realist opinion killed thousands of mothers and babies.

Installment 29, Warhoon 11, April 1961.
CHANGE

Er...would you like to buy a gas-operated radio? I know a junk-shop in Belfast
where I could get you one, cheap. It’s the very latest model, (Gif you happen to
be a student of the circuitry of gas-operated radios, the basis of this one was a
row of thermo-couples and a row of gas jets.) No? I was afraid of that. Bang go my
hopes of making a fortune by cornering the market in gas-operated radios. I’'m
afraid the days of the gas-operated radio have dwindled; they can be numbered on the
fingers of one foot. They belonged to that brief period between the invention of the
the thermionic tube and the spread of mains electricity, and are now irretrievably,
lost in the limbo of technological obsolescence.
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